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A WOHTH-WHILE GIFT—You <an mnanke

your friends happy every day In the
year hy wmending them n nuhlrﬂptl?n
te THE RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Penny Depravity
T un-American and unwise to support
l. I¥neh law in any form, but if Iynel law
could be justified in any clrcumstances, New
York hes furnished an example of a good
excuse.  Seven penny peddlers of cocaine to
school children have been arrested in Harlem.
There appears to he plenty of evidence that
they have built up a thriving business selling
what they eall “happy powder” to Harlem
boys and girls. This happy powder is noth-

is

ing but cocaine, and is used by sniffing
through the nostrils.

It is beyond the average man lo under-
stand how, for any gain whatever, human

beings in the form of men would or coukl
stoop to such methods of coining money, but
there appears to be not the slightest doubt
that the industry has been well established,
In one school alone, in which there are 4,300
pupile, the principal declares that a majority
of them have hecome addicted to the eocaine
habit through the “nappy powder, There
is mot enough law to denl with the promoters
of such an enterprise.  And it is possible
that, in the absence of sufliclent law, if a
few parents of debauched children should denl
out summary punishment to men caught in
the business, it would be diflicult to find a
jury of twelve men to beg the question of
Jjustification in the premises.

Shortage in Beef and—

N the heels of government reports that

beef on the hoof is running short, comes

a statement from Philadelphia that the sup-

ply of diamonds will be reduced 50 per cent

by war conditions. The result

heen an increase of 23 per cent in the price
of the best cuts of diamonds.

We might stand the increase in best cuts
of beef, and by strict adoption of vegeturian
diet we might even escape lament over the
shortage of cattle; but this shortage in dia-
monds hits us where we live. The average
citizen, accustomed 10 his seuttleful of dia-
monds every week or two, will suffer enor-
mously, and somebody shonld do something
about ft.

There is hardly a man or woman who does
not use a ceftain amount of diamonds, to suy
nothing of diamond dust and other by-pro-

duets, just as in the best families there is
now u large consumption of radivm. True,
tirme was when diamonds were not in such

great demand, but installment houses where
engagement rings are furnished on the uneasy
plan have changed all that.  Also, sinee the
owner of a two-story house has bought an
automobile hy morigaging his house, i1 is
hardly possible 1o get along without
monds.

It might be a good ides—and certainly it
would he @
10 investigate this diamond shortage,
sueh things are nlln\n-:.l Lo pass, the first

thing the common people know there will be

A shortage in potatoes and conl

The e of Austrin-Hungary

D 43

gla and Bosnia to Servia, the

Germany ande Augtrin
conclude peace

1o fight
only jolntly.  Austriu,

statement that & treaty is no more than
any natlon when that
teresls are Lthreateno)

Despite this consideration, it

that the reports srce true,

nition’s malerial

prevents  Austria-Hungary  from

for a separate peace. The Teutonie

wall.

sesseses 1888 |
THE DISPATCH, Founded, .. iivvivssaness 1830 |

already has |

dia-

+ popular, volte-getting plan—for
the administration 10 appoint a commission

It

YING & rumor that Austria-Hungary { the world's doings, it would do much that is
—particularly Hungary—is tired of the |
war, anfd has sought peace with the allies
on the basiz of the cession of Gulicia to Rus- |
Austro-Hun-

garian ambussador to the United States, Dr.

Dumbia. says one reason why the report can- | JATES, it is
not he true is that the treaty of 1870 hinds | CXpression,
together and | PUPETE are
how- |
ever, has the best German authority for thoe |
“a |
serap of paper,” anid has no hinding foree on

hreaking

with her ally and entering into negotiations |
coanli- |
tion is fighting now with its back against the
It must win, and win decisively, in or-
der to prevent Austria-lungary's partition,
Italy looks with longing eyes on her south-

r to Germany and self-interest as well, as Dr.
| Dumba says. She started this war, and there
| appears every good reason to believe that she
{ Wil be the principal sufferer from it.
[ by a victory that now is quite beyond the

range of probability, if not of possibility, can
the disappearance from the map of Europe
of that welter of races, religions and tongues

averted. :

Make the Appointment on Merit

THE form of our government, including our

municipal government, makes It neces-
8sary, or at least inevitable, that most public
officials shall ‘he politicians.
sesslon of political skill and influence by no
means predicates the possession also of first-
| rate executive and administrative qualities, it
| happens frequently that the adroit politician
is also an acceptable public servant.
| In the first place, he must have Intelligence,
| at least of a sort, to gain his influence, and
| sometimes he can sink his partisanship deep
enough to manage a gas plant, or run a
Btreet Cleaning Department, or collect taxes,
or keep a set of books, or even make laws,
with u considerable cfiiciency. He can per-
form these dutjes because their connectlon
with politics is casual and more or less artifi-
cial, and not absolutely ingrained, and in the
nature of things.

But ‘there never was a professional politi-
cian who ever lived, and there never will be
| one, who could manage a public employment
| bureau, where he had been installed by wire-

pulling, and make it anything other than a
travesty. A man placed in such an office by
political influence must be responsive to po-
{ 'tical urging and suggestion in the discharge
|nf its tunctions. It is not necessary to as-
| sume that he is any worse than the Test of
,r us to justify that statement. Its essential
i and unvarying truth is proved by the whole
experience of mankind. It is a condition
from the evil congequences of which the elvil
service has provided only partial escape.

Getting down to brass tacks, why cannot
the commission that will direct the Puhlic
Employment Bureau, after it has organized,

| of gqualified citizens of Richmond for appoint-
{ ment to the position of manager and an-
neunce at the same time that a selectlon will
be made without regard to any other con-
| sideration save fitness alone; and then do
i what it says it will do?
A course of that kind would carry out the
promise made to the public when the organi-
| zatlon of this bureau was under advisement
' and when public approval was sought and
| obtained. To follow it would represent ordi-
| nary good faith.
| a political appointment would violate the im-
'| plied contract into which the community
i thought it had entered.

The New France
is surely eloguent of the rejuvenated na-

I8
!
| has been able to drop twenty-nine general of-
| ficers since the outbreak of hostilities, twenty-
four of them uppearing in the headquarters
list just published, without an audible voice
| of protest being raised and without any dan-
| Ber to his own supreme command of the
tarmies.  While dismissal of officers in such
| large numbers has, perhaps, a touch of comic

Only |

While the pos- |

To disregard it and make °

]
i
}

that has been known as Austria-Hungary be

I

i
1

tional spirit of France that General Joffre |

|
I

| 3 | I8 i peaceful country.”
- announce that it will receive the applications |

SONGS AND SAWS

What a Fall Was There!

- Sing a song of sixpence,
. j

Pocket full of rye,
One Journey, Aanyhowr,

Streets
By the snow pliled high.

First there came a tumble—
Despite palnstaking care—

And then rye-like aromas
Perfumed the midnight alr.

3 Hht:—;\re ¥You going anywhere for the New
ear?
He—I conslder it extramely likely, I have

Just been thinking over my liabilities, and have

decided to zo Into bankruptey.
Progrenas,
Stubbs—Well, I've done a good deal toward
cleaning the snow off my sidewalk. .

t__:rubba—How much have vou clearel?
Stubhs—None, actually, but 1 have bought

myself a snow shovel and a palr of rubber
boots.

Abxolutely Vital.
The youthful orator who seeks
To clilmb up to the top
Should learn the first rule of his art
And know just when to stop.
e i

y o Approprinte,
“Did Mr. Titewad give anything for the relief

of the starving Belglans™'
“l1 should say he did. He gave n suit of
clothes he had only worn sceven years and a

dozen Christmas carda hearing the

; inscription:
I'eace on earth, good w

I toward men.' "

A Matter.of Tante.

“Oh, why will you not love me™*
Young Cholly Lightwit erled.
“Hecause 1 never cared for jokes,’”

The eruel mald replied.

THE-IATTLE R.

Gossip From “Down Home:’

The ]‘lﬂ.lt‘ik]l Times strikes a clarion note of
encouragement and cheer on the situation in
Mextico. It says: “At the present rate of execu-
tions in Mexico, it will not be long before thut
Perhaps that method of
trinquillzing a disturbed state is all right at or-
dinary seasons of the vear, but It does seem
it should be modified a little just at Christmas

“All tralns,” says the Concord Chironlele, “are
carr¥ing from one to five extra express cars
ut this time vxt-lu.ﬂi\'cl_\- for the whiskey trade
Thut ought to indicate an extra Inrge crop of
New Year resolutions in that section of the Tar-
heel State. }

The Charlotte Observer
Craig to read his message to the Leglslature,
following the practice President Wilson has
adopted with his messages to Congress. Mem-
hers of the Legisluture, however, who hear the
Governor has spent three weoks preparing the

wWants Governor

message, are not absolutely enthusinstic over
the change.
The Greensboroe Record ls In trouble. YSome

good judges of liguor have recently, as a mere
matter of curiosity, been examining samples of
the stuff captured from blind tigers by the po-
lice, uud glve It as their oplnion that n T
who can drink it regularly is assuredly bomb-

proof.  Most of them declare that it does not
even smell like liguor! There is, of course,
| one consolution. Consumption of this brand of

l Hauid lightning ought to settle the prohibition

| opera, to which the Germans will *doubtless |

direct attention, it is, above all, an indication
] of the t’ac‘t that, for the time being at any
| rate, KFrance is united in a way that it has
i probably never been in all its brilliant history.
Up to last August the general public
thought of the French army in terms of the
revelations dt the Dreyfus trial. The belief
was common that there had been no material
change from the shocking conditions which
the “affaire’” had disclosed. But it is clear

j that a change almost approaching a miracle 1

| has taken place, else Joffre, a soldier and not
| & politician, could not be in supreme command
» in fact as well as in name. Polities in its
1 widest and basest sense had brought the
{ French army to so low 4 plane as to make it
a byword and a laughingstock. It is now
proven that the work of regeneration must
| have bheen begun aboul as soon as the Drevfus
mess had been made clean.  The same won-
derful power of rejuvenescence whieh France
| displayed after the crushing and humiliating
defeats of 1870 has again heen shown, be-
cause Frenchmen have been welded in the
fire,
We hear a great deal of the absolute na-
tional unity of the German empire. In what
' way is it superior to that of the Freneh re-
i publie?
|

]

with

Newspaper English
AMES MELVIN LEE, professor of journal-
ism in the New York University, is out
a4 suggestion that a well-written news-
paper be substituted in public schools for
some one of the usual stoudies in the eur-
!I riculum. If this is intended as an aid to or
| in substitution for straight rhetoriec and gram-
! mar, it is not a particularly brilliant idea.
Formal instruction in language is vital. 1Ir,
howeyer, & newspaper could he introduced in
each publie school for general instruction in
| easy usaga and for general Information of

| beyond the seope of texthooks, and would be
i to that extenlt worth while,
L]

Ungquestionably, newspaper English-—

“Journalese,” ns some folk term it—is the
English of the people, and, taken by and
i clear, coneise, direet medium of
Condlitions under whieh news-

published understood, typographi-
cal errors and literary inelegancies may he
forglven, a few trite phrases and surface con-
tradictions may he overlooked.  But these
very conditions, of haste, expediency, impera-
tive closing times, compel an unrambling rond
| to the thing the writer wishes 1o say.,  Anmd,

is unlikely | after all, language is intonded to convey with-

Dr. Dumba is on | out ambiguity, and in the tongue generalls
safer ground when hoe Says that “self-interest |

understood, something whieh, in Jhe mere ox-
pression, has nothing whatever to do with
literary finigh. In this mission Newspaper
Englsh is the standard. the aceepted Koglish
of the common understanding, with an ideal
to uphold which clears it of gross offenses
fand yet does not require it to shrick with
horror at a split infinitive, when splitting the

western provinees, and the Slav peoples in | infinitive agdds emphasis or clarity.

the eastern reaches of the empire are likely
to welcome the phyvsical attachment of their |

territory to elfther Russia or Servia.

Nalian marines are landed already in A)- |
bania, the diplomacy of the allies has secured
the neutrality of Bulgaria, and the entronee | Ment Pureau,
of Grecece and Roumania into the confliet,
furtber to strengthen the allies’ cause, appears |

It would he pleasant if the comiission in
charge should doecide, withon! regiard Lo poli-
tics, to make the city a present

of a really
| efficient mans

With 600 in the bread line of a Philadel-

8 strong probability of the near future, Italy | phin mission, & writer on Helgian staryation
also glves evidence that she cannot be re- | doesn’t have to go abroad for loeal color,
styained much longer, for Trieste, hitleri ST T

hatred of the Austrian and opportunity |  Of course, New York is organizing against

heckon her on to war.,

Austria could not now obtain peace save
on terms that would represent the same gort |
af national disintegration that would follow
declsive defeat, lonor, of course, binds her

the Mormons,  Polyvgamy hy divorce is Lthe
proper caper there,

Perhaps the Germans have dropped the
spiked helmel heenuse the allies were so qufi:k
Lo grasp the polnt,

question in North Carolina in about
faghion wus the Raleigh Times says political
questions are being settled in Mexico, Hesides,
what right have “good judges of liguor” to lin-
per on in the State, anyhow?

the same

“Last Sunday was a ‘leaky day," says the
Oriange County Observer. "It began to raln,
about 0 o'clock in the morning and kept rain-

Ing all day, with a very cold east and north-
cast wind.,  Monday the sun appeared in all
of its glory. " 1t is gratifying to observe that
the sun, at any rate, is still behaving in stricc-

est accord with the rules in such cases maile
and provided.

It should be hoped that no interruption of
friendly relations between the Cabinet and
Congress is indicated by the following reflee-
tion of the Raleigh News and Ohserver: *If
ceonomy is to be the watchword around Wash-
ington during this session of Congress, the

Solons do not wanl to overlook that shining op-
portunity to save the government some money
by i reduction of the congressional mlleage al-
lowanee  DPerhaps Congress does not believe
that economy should behave like charity and
hegin at home.

The Catawba News prints this blatant incite-
ment to envy and homicide: “The News man
does not claim to be an expert of hog-ralsing,
but he killed a pig this wiek that welghed
About 400 pounds, from which he made sixty
pounds of lard, and is now feasting on crack-
ling cornbread fit for o King to eut” Next
week, perhaps, this very editor will be filling
his columns with moral reflections on the vio-
lent death rate and wondering why men can-
not keep their anger under belter control,

Current Editorial Comment

South Ameriea was no doubt

- ; badly hit by the war. Secattered
South itoems have been published, suech
America as the fact that 14,000,000 of
Feels War  Brazil's 17,000,000 bags of coffee

must bhe stored at home,
statement that has just come from
in Prealdent de la Maza’'s special
message shows that in his country, at least,
the i1 cianl storm can easlly be wealhered,
The estimuted defieit is nearly 27,000,000 pesos.

A com-
prehensive
Argentina

| This can he taken care of by eareful auonomy.,

| Neow

ger for the new Publice Employ- |

|
|

oflices ereated Tast
all public works not urgent will he posiponad,
A speclal commission has for some time been
studvineg adminlstration in Argentinn, and its
waork ean be ntillzed.  'The faxl that the republic
has o darge income from stale Industries, rafl-
wiAys and leascd Innds deereases the limportance
of customs duties in the budget.  As the total
yearly expenditures of Argonting have heon about

yYear will nat be illed;

AZ0,000,000 pesos, a saving of 30,000,000 would
be equal to one of nearly  $50,000,000 in the
United States.—Now York BEvening [Post,
"
The Chicngo women hitve

sltarted o mending shop where all
itehing, darning, mending, sew-
ing on buttens and such work
mny be taken and promptly and
reansonably done, They will have
three rooms in one of the blg downtown bullid-

Mending
us Help to
the Poor

Ings, and will start with ten women to do the
actual work of the shop.  The wWenture starlg
with  demamls enough Lo cmploy  that many.,
They expect to add more workers woon,  The
ubject ds to relleve women who ean afMord it
ol this housgchold work and glve aver 1o
waotnen  who need  the  lHttle  recompense  for
odngg i, L Inoks as If such an enterpriss
vught to be in overy ecity.  Darning, mending
andl patehing I8 0 naging business that takes
upoa dot ot thme, and If the time thus spent

cian b utillzed by others who need the pay for
It, there s o great mulual good done  that
should  not be neglected, There are many
well-to-do and rleh prople who pay themselves
for doiyk thingy they ought to puy others to o,

It I not o virtpne to compete too much with
the poor.—Ohlo State Journal,

Ono of the extranordinnry fen-
¥ o xiruordinary war
ecki-Knd uren of this ex A

_“ kl"' e that English soldlers In the
Vislts From “/Lihie are, In conslderablo

the ‘I'renches, number, being glven week-ond

leaves, Thus, two bhoat trains a
dny Teave the Vietorlan Statlon for thoe front,
wind they are crowded with soldiers who - havo

haed o few days wt home.  One traln s uaunlly
Nlled with oMeers, another with men; and a

mude mighty slippery |

|
L
!
.'

.
[
|
|

| continues much longer.

few hours after leaving wives und children they
are back In thelr cold, wet trenches in Flanders.
This weck-end leave Is so typically in con-
sonance with British custom that one wonders

if some kind of a bank holkduy will not sovon |

be arranged with the Germans, if the deadlock
From the milltary view-
point, the brief visits home are thoroughly jus-
tified.  Nothing owslde of bullets did  mors
damage during our Civil War than nostalging
and the evil effects of homesickness in destroy-
Ing vitality and weakening the will to live
on were plainly noticeable during the Boer War,
St another reason doubtless influences the War
Office, and that s the

effect upon recruiting.
The returning men are so certaln of their
eventual triumph over the enemy aml so full

of a quiet readiness to return to their terribie
life under fire as to make them the most useful
of recruiting mergeants,

sions home from the front are none the less
an amazing novelty in warfare.—New York |
Evening Dost. .

Chats With Virginia Editors

n
{ how Hampton got its nickname, Crab Town,

“It is sald that England’'s war expense is run-
ning merrily alonxk at the rate of $225,000,000
per month)” is a reminder ziven by the New-
port News Times-Herald., But the figures will
not astonish the man who ix trying to support
his first automobile when he recails that the
British government eelzed thousands of curs
belonging to private eitizens at the outbreak
of the war.-

The Staunton Leader predicts the early
tion of nation-wide prohlbition, sayving:
feel confident that before many  yeirs
houses of Congress will et favorably on
proposed amendment to the Constitution,
that the question will be submitted tir
States for ratification or rejection. When so
submitted, can there be any question that o
suflicient majority of the States will support §t1?

atdop-
“We
hoth
ithe
and
the

Says the Hampton Monitor:
few Hamptonlans who always
grouch about with them.

“There are very
seem Lo carry
Which explains

“Every man may kave his price, ag pessimists

But week-end exeur- |

“Beats the Reindeer System All Hollow”

One of the Day's Best Cartoons. 1
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=—From the Philadeiphia Iecord

"THE PROBLEM OF BELGIUM '

5 HY AnRN ) NNETT.
asgert; but sometimes there i no man who | RSOLD BEXNETT.
can pay it,” says the Danville Register. Which |
sounds something like a confession and some- | 90 8 day in last month the loading [ in Belglum, and they are sure thatl
thing like a boast, of the ship Massapequa was finished | those who hive adventured back tody
5 in New York, She iz n 100 Al Steam- Belgium will return, if they can, to
. [ : I:hv lesser horrors of the Duteh t:n:nn.
“Spenking of dry humer, what's the matter jESs o ar 400 feet In lensth, and her | Seelng Bebind the Curtaln,
with a prohibition jJoke?' the Newport News freizht was 23,560 tons of foodstuffs It I thus ralse ever so little thell
P'ress asks. No objection to iv if the joke is | s Ccargn was pncked and stowed "‘l'rr‘_r‘"l"l behind ‘-“'li!‘l'h!i-‘! I"ll'“;-"l!ﬂl::fll; the}
Sl : > : inefiable, unparnileled anc ardly -
in good spirit. with such skill as to arcuse special celvable ”‘“;,‘,.l_\ that in. lts ,_,'mim‘:;:_
admiratlion not only {n New York, put ness and its dr 1l overtops all pre-
e Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch protests: “Talk | o Europe, Captain MeCardl has n de- ""‘u-"ll natlonal tragedies, my aim 1a not 4
i X ate charges is i mierely HAT T » feolines 1 i
thout k\ltlllliuhlll charges, 'll“.lP‘ S B woman tniled plan of 211 of it, =0 ns to facilfs | Ere ¥ to harrow n_u_ feclings and ex
prophet in PParis who charges 2 cents each for ! y 2 : 2 : vite the urgent pity of readers, but
her wiar prophecies” The editor evidently does | tate unloading, Qaptain MceCardl, whe t-.: assist them to reallze the vastnessl
not believe a war prophet is entitled to war | has never sailed for FEuropean waters ['of 1]“': liask which now confronts lhe
1 2 - | - world's charity
' before, enst olf hi=s moorines amid the 3 X ]
profits | _". L : : 3 : I it JEvers home in Belgium wants help.§
— acclumationa of a people ;A milion and a half persons in Bel- 4
His Nrst voyuge across the Atlantie  gtum live from day to day on the mercy§
was full of adventure and perll, and  ©f soup kitchens,  Unless men, womenf

The Voice of the People

Lettern to the Editor sliould not be over
250 wrords in length, and the name and ad-
dreas of the writer must accompanry each
vommunication, not necensarily for publica-
tlon, but as an evidence of good falth., Wrlte
on oune slde of the paper, and inclose stamps
If manuscript Ia to be returned, Partisan
lettera concerning the European wwar will not
he published.

Better Baneball Demanded by Richmond,
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
sSir—Every baseball-loving fan in Richmond
Is anxiously watching the progress and ountcome
of the transfer of the Baltimore Internationals
to Richmaonid.

Richmond needs the International League, and
the Internationa]l League needs Richmond, In
Rlchmond, the International League Is getting
one of the best (If not the best) clties support-
ing & minor league club. Sam Crane, well-known
sporting  writer of the New York Evenlng
Journal, more than onee has stated that “Rich-
mondd the tinest minor league city in base-
ball ¢in the matter of patronayge), and deseryved

better baseball than any Class © league could
afford.” Richmond can, and will, support high-
class ball, and the Internationnl Lencue can
expect a successful zenson if they place the
Baltimore club In Richmond,

On the other hand, let it be sald that this Is

a “"molden'” opportunity for this city. Itichmond
would be benetited commercially, become hetter
acquainted with cities In the Fast as well as the
two Canadian cities, which embrace the circuit.

The fans want u good class of Lall, and it

up to the pgood business men of Richmond 1o
see that they zot It Many lovers of the “wreat
national game” visited the amateur lots last
season, rather than pay for the class of ball !
that has been exhibited here far too long. |
Richmond is growing, and this franchise will
help consgiderably in the advancement of this
eity.

Lot the good business men of Riehmond get |
together mnd put the deal throuwgh, 16 they do, |
they can certalnly depend on the fans to do
thelr part next spring and summer,

In closing, let it be said that the fans in
general appreciate the efforts of Mr. Dradley,

Mr. Dunn and The Times-Disgpatch in doing all
they can to get the franchise for Richmonad,
RRichmond, December 26, 1914, A, McA.

Queries and Answers

Old Style.

Mease state why dates about 1845, ote,
sometlmes  written with 0 double  vear,
danuary &, 1751-02, or January 5, 1743,

MRS,
49 minutes

are
as

1.
The solnr year, 365
and 4907 secomls,
measure, and the

with the 366 days

ilays o hours
is impossible as a practical
allowance of 365 days, even
every fourth vear, has thrown
the duting of the world “out" with the position
of the eartn and the sun.  Corrections hnve
heen made by altering the calendar and the lasis
that of 'ope Gregory, in 1582, brought the earth
dating up eleven Aayve, and was wilopted hy
England only in 1752 by causing the day follow-
ing the 24 of September, 1752, to he markod
the 14th. The Hpglish dating before this day
is called “old style,” after “new style,” and in
hooks printed later and in inseriptions, some-
times s lnte as 1500, referring to events about
the time of the change of “style,” it is not un-
common to see the twd yvears given as 4 warn-
ing that the difference of eleven «days might
throw the date into either yvear, according as
the old style or the new was employed, 4

The Bright Side of Life

Seene: Eoglish Tralnlng Camp,

Zealous Senlry—Afraid I can't let you go by
without the password, sir.

Irate Officer—1iut, confound you!
have forgotien 1. You know me
I'm Malor Jonces,

Sentry—Can't help it, -sir; must have the pass-
word. L

Volee From the Guard Tent—Oh, don’t
argulng all night, B, shoot “tim.—Tatler.

Agen of
Banld,
Fuzz,

Is,
Waa.

T tell yvou T
well enough,

stand

The Four Hair.

—New York Sun.
; Tools, Not Toyw.
Flimmer—>Met Umsom downtown to-day. He'a
Just bought o tin horn, a trinngle, some blocks,

a rattlebox, some slelgh bells and a popgun, I
didn't know he had a bahy,
Flamson—Ile hasn't. He's a0 vaudeville trap-

drummer.
Puck.
Gicorge's Hewnrd,

Mrs, Borem Wright—Giracie, why

brother, George, at our parfy, too?

Girnele—George's bheen a good boyv all week,

and mamma snld he needn't come,—Philndelphia

Bulletin,

Those things are part of hig outfit,—

isn't your

once owing rto stress of wenther he hid
| to 1laj
At length
Hollanl,
was sighted threw
Rotterdam fnto
The American
Berlin traveled
¢ thiis womdrous
| “iean diplomatis
! Hefore the
|the  quny
slevedores
sStivrted the
woorked dayv
and  ensily
of the port
And  while  they™ toiled, speeches
were made, full of enthusinsm  and
pratitude, banguets were held, and the
burgomaster of Rotterdam invited all
the otlicial world te be his guests, amid
the music of the American
Anthem. Everybody felt with  deep
emotion that a tremendous internn-
tlonal desl of charity was belng
} vomplished,

In due courske the ship was emptied
boand the canal barges were filled, and
| the ship departed again, while the
1itl barges, drawn by express tuus,
and manned by crews each individun)
of whom hpld speciul pass from the
German authorities, swune forward
with the 3560 tons of bacon, rice,
8, wl flour for Limburg, Char-

ral, Mons, Ghent and other places
where the representiatives of  Amer-
lean good-will were ready 1o distrih-
ute M. The vast business was
cessfully done,

to in midocean for several donys

at the Hook of
news that his ship
the whole cily of
vist fete
naval attache
Hotterdam to
ship. and other Amer-
uotticials  joined him
wi made fast to
Rovterdum, 00 Duteh
Jumped  aboard andd
work of unloading. They
and ntght for Nty hours,
surpassed all the records

he arrived

and the

from

to LTS |

Vessel
al
hiiad

LR

i -

Dny.

But et it that M. Holin.
the Belzian ofMleinl who, in the speech-
making at Antwerp, returned  thanks
to Americr on behalf of Helgium, ut-
tered the sentence:

1 There is just enough

stuff on this

1 duy ™

This =ent ¢ should bLe daily re-
membered by the charitable of  all
countries. If the miracle of the Mas-
sapequa were  repeated  every  day
throughout the winter untll the end
of the war, the starving Beluians
would get just enough to eat

Holland, Englamd amd Franee scemn

1o he swarming wiih Helginon refugees,
who are being fed and clothed ann
housed, Dot between them the three
countries accommodate only a million;

ard this million is the fortunate ni-
nority of the vietims,
There remaln, and  will remain, in

Belgium, 7,000,000 of tragic inhabitants

In the country ddisgtricts 80 per cent of
them are women and chifdren, who,
as  though hypnotized by disagter,
haunt hopelessly the ruing in o which
they  ean  scarcely recognize  their
| homes
Many districts  are nothing  but
gravevarids, There is no seed o sow,
There are no implements, There is no
money There ig no eredit, There is
no means of transport. There is no
work, And there is very lHttle henrt,
suve in oa small ecorner of that once

properous land, the corner st domin-
ated and insplred by the courage of
King Albert and his soldiers.

No modern famine  was
this famine, beenuse it universal
The entire population has to be fed,
wid those whom charity does not reach
will die. Owver a thousand appeals for
succor are received by one commit-
tee in one day. 7

Where the Kind Henrt In Needed.

Theres are whole  districts utterly
without wrain, flour, beans, peas and
even salt, For tnreo wecks in Terhaegen
there was absolutely nothing edible
Cexcopt potatoes. I Brussels alone 400, -
000 menls per day are being served; the

ever  like

is

theoretical price of cach meanl ig one
‘@ou, and few can pay it the  poor
and those who were rvich stand side

by side waiting the dish that will keep
them alive. Women bez at the street
corners for a centime (the tenth of o
penny ), In  Antwerp a  thousand
women, ill-elnd, wait shivering in the
snow for the hour of the free meal.

The condition of the Belglum refu-
gees in certaln parts of Holland is
appalling. At Rotterdam vou can see
over (00 human beings crowded Into
one barge, lving on it ke vermin,
and  with Nttle more decency than
vermin,

They must exist  somewhere,  and
Holland s doing all she can; she is
indeed performing prodigles, AL Berg-
ap=Zoom lhere ig a camp of L0000 refu-
gecs, Hving in tents amid o guagmire
af snow and slush,  Two families live
in each tent. Their bit of smoky fire
s made in an old pall.  Thelr dlet
Ig coffee, bread with o little butter,
nnd breon-soup,

They sleep on straw, nll erowded Lo-
gethor, mon and women, oldsters and
youngsters, infants, grandmothoers and
women momentarily yexpecting babies,
A And yet they prefer this life to life

sand children are 1o dle of starvation,
over  S0,080 tons of  fuod must  befl
broueht into Belglum every month, and§
even this will only glve 1o each Indi-}
vidual half the quantity of food that <8
Eiven 1o a saldier It will be thej
barest subsistence. 1ts cost will amount
to about $5,000,000 a month. it

That these guantities are not senti-§
mentally fntlated s shown by the one
slmple fact that bLefore the war Bel-§
#ium regulirly fmported 230,000 tons)
Of cereals alone every month, Three
thousand  tuns of  salt gre required §
monthly, Some places had no salt
whatever for two months. The trans-§
port of the food, qulte apart from (ts
prime cost. absorbs about §1,000,000 &
wonth,  (Happily the finance of thel
iransport has already been arranged
for some months to come). Such fig-
ures fpeak A lnguage which would

render eloguenoes contemptible,

Nutional!

| of

ship Lo feed starving Belgians for one |

For myself, I have a profound faith
in human uature, and 1 do not doubt
that the benevolence of mankind will
prove squal evern the territic strain
this unique hour,

The cause to

|

served cannot butl
vonsolidate all . parties, polities
and sects. It i tuse to-day about)
which the whole human race must npas-
slonately agree. It is o cnuse (o stir
the noble Impulse of generosity In the
meanest soul. For the BRelzlan people
nt innocent, and the NDelgian people
are suffering as none ever suffercd be-
fure. 1
(Copyvright by The Conunission for le-§

lief in Belgium. i !

a i
| Building Better Roads

be

That

remarkabile procress haz heen

made In the building of good roada !
throuchout the United States duringt
the pust few vears is proved by data
recently ebtained by the _\mvrl:-aml
Highway Association and soon to lml
published in the officinl Good Roads
Year Book for 1915 1t hus hean found
thel more than 34,000 miles of sur-l
iwds have heen constructed dur-

atd 1914, and that during

tthe ten-year period from 1904 to 1514

|1t goes is proven by the fact that while

rrecently has it

more thian 96,000 miles have been com-
pleted
Thil
amiEing
et that

this progress has been really
may be understood from Lhe
in 1904 there were ounly 153.-
000 miles of surfaced rowds of all
types in the United States. That the §
movement is attaining momentuin asj

Cthe average milenge constructed per i@
| - ;
annum during the past ten years = |
N600  miles, the fotal completed for ff

1014 exceaded 18,000 miles, ]
The report will show that something

Tike 30,000 miles of highway have heen

completod with the ald of State funds, §

of which over $200,000,000 have heen
expended,  The State aid movement f
hegpnn in 1882 and has, therefore, con-

tinged  for twenty-two  vears Only
zotten well under way
as the results aecomplished for 1913
and 10814 comprigse o total of 10,000
miles of State aid highways completed,
or in two yvears' tme one-third of the
entire mileage  constructed wikh the
nid of State funds hing been completed. §

Unly six States now, out of 2 total
of forty-clght, are without Stite high- {
wiy depurtments, and  thirty States §
have pranted actual money ald to the ¢
building  of roads.  The Year ook, §
which is the oflicinl reference publi- §
citlon for all good ronds information,
is n large, cloth-hound volume, (ssued
carly in each ealendar year by Lhe i
Amerfean Highway Associntion

Flirst Womnn Patentec,
I New York 1'ost.)
The tirst womnn named in the lists
of the I'atent OMcee was Mary Kies, of
Killingly, Windham County, Conn,, who

i
i
|
)

recelved patent 1040, dated May 5,
1808, for improvements in weaving
straw with silk or thread,

The Tight-Wad's Advantage.
(Galveston News.)

Of ecourse, the tight-wad is awfully
uncomfortable, bul as 0 general thing
he dons nol have lo embarrass himself
by asiking his acqualntances to go on
his note at the bank,

No Cause for Fxeltement,

(Columbin State.) -
Boston  shipped 4,000,000 sholls to
FEngland the other day, Calm yvour-

self, Brother Hartholdt, calm yourself!
There wuore r‘;}nu in 'em, 1
>

ax Neason to Ne,

ICinelnnatl Times-Star.)
PPerhaps the veiled wskies of Docem-
ber are an indieation that 1914 {n
passlng I8 ashamed of Itsell: ‘IL has
every provocation, - jo e e

o.\




